Reintroduction activities under CMS:
CMS supports three projects with endangered species by means of a Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) in which reintroduction is an official part of the project (see homepage (www.cms.int/species/index.htm): 

· Siberian Crane. For the Siberian Crane there are three regional Action Plans under the MoU. Overall aims of the three plans are to reduce mortality in the remaining populations, to protect and manage their habitats and enhance co-operation among the Range States and other concerned agencies. The plans for the Western and Central populations strive also to increase numbers and genetic diversity. The International Crane Foundation (ICF) is a CMS partner organisation for which the Convention co-funds the post of the Siberian Crane Flyway Coordinator. In 2002, ICF teamed up with the All Russian Research Institute for Nature Protection to start a new project. A hang-glider pilot tried to lead a flock of young, captive-bred Siberian cranes along part of their traditional migratory route between Russia and Iran.

· Bukhara Deer. In the scope of the Action Plan as well as the MoU two projects are carried out to reintroduce the Bukhara deer in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. In addition, partners of the Action Plan are working to create a reserve of breeding stock by using modern technologies for animal reproduction.

· Great Bustard. Captive breeding and release in the wild is an official priority as long it is done with the help of well equipped experts and according to the IUCN-guidelines for reintroduction. Germany, as an official partner of the MoU, is spending a lot of money in a reintroduction programme. Only few of these animals were genetically tested!

Furthermore in cooperation with CMS the Action Plan for the conservation and restoration of the Sahelo-Saharan antelopes and their habitats was developed, which comprises the three following main objectives (www.cms.int/species/ss_antelopes/ss_antelope_intro.htm):

1. to restore range and numbers (conserve or restore potential habitats in areas of former occurrence, consolidate or reinforce populations, reintroduce populations), 

2. to reduce mortality (increase public awareness, census populations, conserve relict habitats, enact and enforce legislative measures, involve local communities),

3. to enhance international cooperation (improve exchange of information and technical expertise, raise funds for conservation programmes).

Under the roof of CMS there is AEWA, an agreement for the conservation of migratory species. One remarkable activity supported by AEWA and coordinated by IAGNBI is the development and implementation of an Action Plan for the Bald Ibis (www.unep-aewa.org/publications/saving_charismatic_bird.htm), which includes the reintroduction into the wild of captive-bred birds by help of micro-light airplanes. On its homepage AEWA states: “Reintroductions have the goal of creating additional wild populations, not supplementing existing ones”.

Reintroduction activities in Germany:

Since the 1950’s there were a number of reintroduction programmes implemented in Germany, partly by or in corporation with NABU (BirdLife-Germany), e.g.:

○ White Stork

○ Eagle Owl

○ Ural Owl

○ Peregrine Falcon

○ White-tailed Eagle

○ Raven

○ Beaver

○ Otter

○ Partridge

○ Pheasant

○ Black Grouse

○ Capercaillie

_ Great Bustard

○ Turkey

○ Greylag Goose

○ Canada Goose

○ Red Deer

○ Fallow Deer

○ Sika Deer

○ Moeflon

○ Wild Cat

○ Lynx

○ Rabbit

Most of these species were introduced without any genetic investigation.

Reintroduction activities in Sweden:

○ White Stork

○ Eagle Owl

○ Capercaillie

○ Beaver

○ Otter

○ Greylag Goose

○ Canada Goose

○ Taiga Bean Goose

○ Lesser White-fronted Goose

○ Red Deer

○ Fallow Deer

○ Wolf

○ Musk ox (Started by Norway)

○ Hare

○ Rabbit

○ Wild Boar 

Most of these species were introduced without any genetic investigation.

Reintroduction activities in the UK:

Partly implemented or supported by RSPB (BirdLife UK) e.g.:

○ Corncrake (RSPB)

○ Red Kite (RSPB)

○ Osprey (RSPB)

○ White-tailed Eagle (with help of Norway, RSPB)

○ Greylag Goose

○ Canada Goose

○ Little Owl

○ Barn Owl

○ Goshawk 

Most of these species were introduced without any genetic investigation.

Reintroduction activities in Spain:

In a report of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (also known as Bern Convention) to conservation efforts for the White-headed Duck compiled by BirdLife International (www.birdlife.info/saps/sapDetails.asp?sid=359) the Government of Spain reported that since 1979 there has been a very effective conservation program of Oxyura leucocephala in Doñana that also has an associated captive breeding program which has provided individuals to be released in the wild. The aim of this reintroduction programme is to purify the remaining wild population and reduce the genetic influence of the Ruddy Duck (O. jamaicensis) in the wild population.

